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Welcome!
Welcome to our religious education newsletter! As part
of our greater Diocesan evangelization efforts, our
religious education team created this newsletter to
supplement your religious education at home. The goal
of our newsletter is to provide various resources to
help educate your family on different aspects of our
faith. As parents are the primary catechists of their
children, we hope the resources provided will
encourage and support parents' mission of handing
down the faith to their children.

If you would like to learn more about the Diocese of
Madison's new evangelization effort, please visit
https://madisondiocese.org/gmd.
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Why do Catholics Honor Mary?
BY LAUREN WIESE

You may have been asked the question, "why do
Catholics worship Mary?" by a non-Catholic friend or
family member. The truth is that Catholics do not
"worship" Mary or the saints. We do not worship
anyone but God. 

The Old Testament and the New Testament stress the
importance of honoring others, especially honoring
religious figures. We give special honor to the Virgin
Mary who bore Jesus in her womb.

Once can look to the Gospel of John 1:26-55 to
understand why we do this. Here we are given the
Hail Mary prayer, part of which is said by the angel
Gabriel and part by Elizabeth. Here are the words of
the angel Gabriel and Elizabeth addressed to Mary:
"Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with thee: blessed are
thou among women."

Therefore, in honoring Mary, we are explicitly
following the Bible. However, as Catholics, we do not
only honor Mary, but we ask for her intercession. We
pray for Mary, the sinless Mother of God, to intercede
on our behalf with her divine Son, Jesus Christ. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now,
and at the hour of our death.

"What a joy to
remember that she

[Mary] is our Mother!
Since she loves us and
knows our weakness,

what have we to fear?"
ST.  THERESE OF

LISIEUX



Marian Devotions
May is the month we dedicate to Mary. Mary holds
a special place in the Catholic heart as she agreed
to bear God’s Son and to serve as our spiritual
mother. She was chosen by God and asked to serve
in this special role. Marian devotions are typically
acts of prayer that are done to honor Mary. We ask
Mary to intercede or pray on our behalf to Jesus.

There are different ways to make a Marian
devotion. The most common Marian devotion is to
pray the Rosary. While saying the Rosary, we pray
the Hail Mary 53 times to honor Mary. Other
prayers that can be said to Mary include the
Memorare, the Magnificat, Hail, Holy Queen, and
the Angelicus. Another devotion is wearing the
Brown Scapular of Our Lady of Mount Carmel. We
can also sing or listen to songs including Salve
Regina or Ave Maria to honor Mary.

Marian devotions can be done anywhere; they do
not have to be done in a Marian shrine. Sometimes
we have confusion in our lives so praying to Mary
is helpful as, “she had the experience of remaining
faithful, despite not always knowing what her Son’s
plan was and despite the suffering she endured”
(Dr. Joshua Benson).  
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BY BRENDA SCHMIDT "Let us run to Mary, and, as
her little children, cast

ourselves into her arms with
a perfect confidence."

ST.  FRANCIS DE
SALES



Marian Shrines in Wisconsin
A Marian shrine is a shrine that marks an apparition or other
miracle attributed to the Blessed Virgin Mary, or a site that has
a strong Marian devotion. These shrines are often the
destinations of pilgrimages. Wisconsin has several Marian
shrines that you can visit!

1 ) Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help
The Chapel of the Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help stands on
the site of the 1859 apparition to a Belgian-born woman, Adele
Brise, and is located 16 miles northeast of downtown Green Bay.
The apparition was formally approved on December 8, 2010 by
Bishop David Ricken, becoming the first Marian apparition
approved by the Catholic Church in the United States.

2 ) Holy Hill Basilica of the National Shrine of Mary, Help of
Christians
 Hubertus, WI

3) Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe
La Crosse, Wisconsin

4 ) Archdiocesan Marian Shrine (Milwaukee Fatima Shrine)
In 1947, the Dominican Sisters built the Milwaukee Fatima
Shrine, Angel Shrine, Mysteries of the Rosary. Located at 141 N.
68th Street, Milwaukee, WI 53213

5 ) Schoenstatt Shrines
The original Schoenstatt Shrine was founded on October 18,
1914, by Fr. Joseph Kentenich in Germany. There are seveal
Schoenstatt Shrines in Wisconsin today:

a) International Schoenstatt Center/Waukesha Shrine
b) Madison Shrine
c) Milwaukee Shrine -  Known as the exile shrine, this exact
replica of the Schoenstatt Shrine in Germany was built in
1954 at Holy Cross Parish, Milwaukee (now St. Vincent
Pallotti East Church), during the time Fr. Joseph Kentenich,
founder of the movement, lived in Milwaukee.
d) St. Philip Neri Shrine (Milwaukee, WI)
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"In trial or difficulty I
have recourse to Mother

Mary, whose glance
alone is enough to

dissipate every fear."

ST.  THERESE OF
LISIEUX

http://www.shrineofourladyofgoodhelp.com/
http://www.holyhill.com/
http://www.guadalupeshrine.org/
http://www.archmil.org/parishes/Shrines.htm
https://schoenstatt-wisconsin.us/
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Prayer to Our Lady, the Immaculate Virgin, Patroness of America
Oh Immaculate Mother, Queen of our country, open our hearts, our homes, and our land to

the coming of Jesus, your Divine Son. With Him, reign over us, O heavenly Lady, so pure and

so bright with the radiance of God’s light shining in and about you. Be our leader against the

powers of evil set upon wresting the world of souls, redeemed at such a great cost by the

sufferings of your Son and of yourself, in union with Him, from that same Savior, Who loves

us with infinite charity.
 

We gather about you, O chaste and holy Mother, Virgin Immaculate, Patroness of our beloved

Land, determined to fight under your banner of holy purity against the wickedness that

would make all the world an abyss of evil, without God and without your loving maternal

care.
 

We consecrate our hearts, our homes, our Land to your Most Pure Heart, O great Queen, that

the kingdom of your Son, our Redeemer and our God, may be firmly established in us.
 

We ask no special sign of you, sweet Mother, for we believe in your great love for us, and we

place in you our entire confidence. We promise to honor you by faith, love, and the purity of

our lives according to your desire.
 

Reign over us, then, O Virgin Immaculate, with your Son, Jesus Christ. May His Divine Heart

and your most chaste Heart be ever enthroned and glorified among us. Use us, your children

of America, as your instruments of peace among men and nations. Work your miracles of

grace in us, so that we may be a glory to the Blessed Trinity, Who created, redeemed, and

sanctifies us.
 

May your valiant spouse, St. Joseph, with the holy Angels and Saints, assist you and us in

“renewing the face of the earth.” Then when our work is over, come, Holy Immaculate Mother,

and as our Victorious Queen, lead us to the eternal kingdom, where your Son reigns forever

as King.
 

Amen.

 



The Basilica of the National

Shrine of the Immaculate

Conception is the largest

Roman Catholic Church in

North America. It was

designated by the U.S.

Conference of Catholic

Bishops as a National

Sanctuary of Prayer and

Pilgrimage, dedicated to the

patroness of the U.S., the

Blessed Virgin Mary. It

receives almost one million

visitors annually.

The Basilica is home to more than 80 chapels that represent and celebrate Mary, Mother of God,

and the faithful from all over the world. The National Shrine reflects "the ethnic and cultural

diversity of the United Sates and the universality of the Catholic Church" (National Shrine

History). 

St. John Paul II, the first pope to visit the National Shrine, expressed the essence of the Shine:

"This shrine speaks to us with the voice of all America, with the voice of all the sons and

daughters of America, who have come here from various countries...When they came, they

brought with them in their hearts the same love for the Mother of God that was characteristic of

their ancestors and of themselves in their native lands. These people, speaking different

languages, coming from different backgrounds of history and traditions in their own countries,

came together around the heart of a Mother they all had in common."
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National Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception



As we near the end of the Liturgy of the Word at Mass, we stand together and recite the

Nicene Creed which is a profession of our faith. The Creed is placed at this particular point in

the Liturgy because it is a "recognition and restatement of all of Scripture on one page--a one-

page summary of all that we have heard. As with the Responsorial Psalm, each time we assert

"I believe," we are responding to and affirming God's Holy Word" (Bishop Barron). 

The concepts in the Creed were finalized during the Council of Nicea in 325 AD. The Creed

declares that Christ was both fully human and fully divine. This was important because during

the time of the Council of Nicea, the followers of Arianism argued that Jesus was neither fully

human nor fully divine, but more like a demi-God of Greek tradition. Today, we "echo the

truths of our Christian forefathers with a resounding, "yes," to the truth of the totality of Christ.

The Nicene Creed is our proclamation of faith over wrong ideas, novelties, and easy heresies

that can contaminate the life of faith" (Bishop Barron).

Bishop Barron says that we use the Nicene Creed to declare that Christ is nothing less that the

"active, alive, redemptive person of I AM and a man whose body and soul are fully human."
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Exploring The Mass
THE NICENE CREED
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Additional Resources
For Parents:

1) Why Catholics Call Mary Their Mother by Fr. Mike Schmitz

2) Mary and Her Immaculate Conception by Fr. Mike Schmitz

3) The Virgin Mary's Struggles by Fr. Mike Schmitz

4) Why do Catholics "Worship Mary?" by uCatholic

5) How to Explain Mary's Importance to a Non-Catholic by Catholic Answers

6) Do Catholics Worship Mary? by The Religion Teacher

7) The Importance of Mary by Fr. Mark Mary and Brother Malachy

8) How to Pray Like Mary by Sonja Corbitt (Ascension Press)

9) Mary: A Biblical Walk with the Blessed Mother by Edward Sri (Ascension Press)

For Children:

1) Teaching Children the Rosary by Teaching Catholic Kids

2) Kids Activities about Mary by Catholic Icing

3) Free Mary, Mother of God Activities and Devotions by Sadlier

4) Feast of the Assumption Craft

5) Mary Coloring Pages

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pGRGv9_60iI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DeGozn62hrU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BwoXc_7i5zY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7c6s0YT0F-U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7c6s0YT0F-U
https://www.thereligionteacher.com/do-catholics-worship-mary/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OYnTYbDdKw8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OYnTYbDdKw8
https://ascensionpress.com/collections/mary-a-biblical-walk-with-the-blessed-mother/products/mary-a-biblical-walk-with-the-blessed-mother-study-set-1
https://teachingcatholickids.com/teaching-children-the-rosary/
https://www.catholicicing.com/mary-kids-activities/
https://www.sadlier.com/religion/blog/the-month-of-mary-catholic-free-printable-mary-mother-of-god-activities-devotions-to-mother-mary-may-crowning-of-mary
https://www.reallifeathome.com/feast-of-the-assumption-craft/
https://www.reallifeathome.com/mary-coloring-pages-may-crowning-printables/

